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National patent offices

◼ Translation requirements 

◼ National validation fees

◼ Procedures

◼ Renewal fees

◼ Currencies

◼ Different Registers 

Classic European patent

Multiple national post-grant procedures
Unitary Patent

One-stop-shop for all post-grant procedures 

European Patent Office

◼ Simplified translation regime

◼ No fee for obtaining a Unitary Patent

◼ One procedure 

◼ One set of renewal fees

◼ One currency (€)

◼ One Register 

CONCEPT AND BENEFITS

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE
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Unitary PatentExaminationFiling Search Grant
Request by

patent holder
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REDUCED COSTS

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE
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No fees charged

by the EPO for

the request for a 

Unitary Patent 

(UP)

Attractive fee level 

with renewal fees for 

maintaining a UP for 

10 years in 18 countries 

amounting to 

EUR 5 036

Reduction of 15%

of the renewal fee 

for the registration 

of an intention 

to licence a UP

UPC is the only 

jurisdiction

for infringement 

proceedings 
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REQUEST FOR UNITARY EFFECT: REQUIREMENTS

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE
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Unitary effect can be requested for European patents that were granted

◼ in respect of all 25 participating member states and

◼ with the same set of claims for all of them

Substantive 

requirements

Formal 

requirements

◼ filing of the request by the patent owner in writing, including via online 

means, in the language of the proceedings 

◼ no later than one month after the mention of the grant is published

◼ translations only during a transitional period (2023-2030)



epo.org

S
e
c
u
ri

ty
 c

la
s
s
if
ic

a
ti
o
n
: 
P

u
b
li
c

REQUEST FOR UNITARY EFFECT: PRACTICALITIES
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Filing is free of charge, payment of renewal fees due on the anniversary

Can be made by proprietor (or EP representative) after obtaining a 

European patent (or earlier upon receipt of the notice of publication)

Recommended use of Form 7000, and Online Filing 2.0

https://link.epo.org/web/applying/forms/epo-form-7000-11-24.pdf
https://new.epo.org/en/applying/myepo-services/file-with-us
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UNITARY PATENT KEY DEVELOPMENTS
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2023     2024

1.1.24: Acceleration of 

opposition proceedings 

(parallel infringement or 

revocation proceedings)

1.4.25: New UP 

Guidelines

JULY JANUARY NOVEMBERSEPTEMBER 

1.7.23: Launch

of UP Dashboard

1.9.24: Accession

of Romania

15.11.24: EU sanctions 

against Russia implemented 

(new Rule 5(2)(b) UPR)

2024      2025

JUNE

1.6.23: Entry into 

force of UP system

6

JUNE

11.06: Launch of UP 

Dashboard 2.0

MARCH

50K Unitary Patents 

registered

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE

APRIL

https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/statistics/statistics-centre#/unitary-patent
https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/statistics/statistics-centre#/unitary-patent
https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/statistics/statistics-centre#/unitary-patent
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UP requests received
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Total UP requests

61 308

Total 2023:

17 257

Total 2024:

28 124

UP REQUESTS UNTIL 14.07.2025

In force
60 256 (99.33%)

Lapsed
404 (0.67%)

Total UP registered

60 660

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE
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Uptake rate

UNITARY PATENT UPTAKE AND PROPRIETOR MAKEUP UNTIL 14.07.2025

Origin and makeup of proprietors in 2025

Large enterprises 60.4%

SMEs 32.1%

Universities 7.6%

DE 18.4%

FR 6.8%

IT 5.5%

CH 5.4%

SE 4.1%

GB 3.8%
NL 3.3%Rest of EPC 14.6%

US 16.1%

CN 6.8%

KR 4.1%

JP 3.5%

Other 7.6%

8.4%

19.5%

21.1%

19.2%

38.5%

7.9%

18.9%

17.9%

16.0%

36.5%

4.8%

9.7%

10.8%

10.9%

25.9%

2023
17.5%

2024
25.6%

2025
27.8%

JP

KR

CN

US

EPC

2023

2024

2025
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JAPAN – LATEST RELEVANT FIGURES UNTIL 14.07.2025

Total 2023: 622 Total 2024: 1,047 JP requests 

since launch:

2,223

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE
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